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Our Community Plan 

This plan explains how Derry and 
Strabane District is planing to work 
with others to improve our 
community and business over the 
next 25 years. 

Our Vision 
We want Derry and Strabane district 
to be a place where people: 

Work and live well •• Earn good money for the work 
they do 

• Have a fair chance to get 
involved 

Our mission 
We want to improve the community, 
the way we make money and the 
environment in a way that good 
things last for a long time. 
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Working together 
When we wrote this plan we involved 
many different people and 
organisations including: 

Schools• 
Health Services•

• The Housing Executive 

• The Police 

• Fire and Rescue 

• Tourism NI 

• Sports Council for NI 

• Ulster University 

• Business Groups 

• Community Groups 

• Trade Unions 

• Countryside Groups 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Derry City and Strabane 
District 

Derry City and Strabane District make 
up the second largest city in Northern 
Ireland. 

Over 150,000 people live in our area. 

More people are living in our area and 
we think we will need 12,000 new 
homes in the next 25 years. 

We are young 
About a quarter of people are 
under 16. 

A third of people are under 25. 
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We are getting healthier 
Men are expected to live on average 3 
years longer than they did 15 years 
ago. Women are expected to live on 
average 2.5 years longer. 

Business is growing 
There has been an increase in the 
number of jobs in the last 5 years. 

There are a lot fewer 
people unemployed. 

With business doing better and more 
people working, the council is 
receiving more money in rates.  

This means better services 
for everyone. 

We are building 
We are building more houses and our 
houses are worth more. 

We are spending money improving 
our parks, play areas, green spaces 
and leisure facilities. 
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We are learning 
More children are leaving school with 
at least 5 GCSEs. 

More young people are getting at 
least 2 ‘A’Levels. 

We are the top region in the UK at 
GCSE and A Levels. 

University and college 
Ulster University is one of the best 
universities in the world. 

The University is building a new 
medical school and a college for 
students from overseas. 

Ulster University is one of the best 
universities in the UK for research. 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Visitors 
More people are coming to stay and 
spend money in our area. 

Internet 
We have good internet links with the 
rest of the world with the project 
Kelvin underwater cable that links 
Northern Ireland with America. 

Safety 
The amount of crime and anti-social 
behaviour is falling. 
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Challenges 

Even though we are getting better, we 
still have many challenges. 

How we all make money 
There are still too many people who 
don’t have a job. 

There are parts of our area where 
people are very poor. 

We have too many people under age 
25 who are looking for a job. 

More than a third of people aged 
between 16 and 64 do not earn any 
money. 

9 



�

111 

A third of these people are not 
earning money because they have a 
disability or a long term illness. 

The average wage in Derry and 
Strabane is lower than the average for 
all of Northern Ireland. 

The environment 
The roads are not very good. We 
need a better roads between 
Belfast, Dublin and Derry. 

We need to recycle more of our 
food waste. 

Many homes are very expensive to 
keep warm. 

We need to spend more money on our 
historic buildings. 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Social Challenges 

People are living longer. 

Over the next 20 years we think that: 

• There will be fewer children living 
in our area 

• There will be fewer adults under 
age 64 

• There will be many more older 
people over age 65 
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Our Plans 
Education and skills 
We want people to have more skills 
and be better educated. 

We want our young people to do 
better at school. 

We want our workers to have the 
chance to get better training. 

Our plans include:

• Having more students at 
University and College 

• Working with other organisations 
to involve more people in 
education 
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• Asking the United Nations to help 
improve the way people learn 

• Encouraging more people to set 
up their own businesses 

• Helping young people to get work 
experience 

• Involving businesses in helping 
young people to be ready for work 

How we all make money 
We want the community to make 
more money by working hard and well 
over a long time. 

We want to get good jobs for 
everyone who wants one. 
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We want our businesses to work well 
with people here and with people in 
other parts of the world. 

We want people to be creative 
and think about new ways to 
make money. 

Our plans include:

• Creating new jobs 

• Looking for ways to make the 
most of Brexit 

• Providing more office space in a 
way that will help new businesses 
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Derry 
Strabane 

• Helping to improve businesses 
that work in: 

• New ways to use computers 

• New ways to improve 
people’s health 

• Bringing visitors to our area 

• Trying to bring money into 
our area 

• Improving internet links in 
countryside areas 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Tourism, arts and culture 

Tourism is when people visit on 
holiday or a short break. 

Arts include paintings, photos, 
music, theatre, dance and film 

Culture is how we live our lives. It 
includes arts, museums, galleries, 
pubs, bars, clubs and the general 
feeling you get from being in Derry 
and Strabane District. 

We want people to think that this is a 
great place to visit. 

Our plans include:

• Writing a plan for how we can get 
more people to visit us 

• Writing a plan for how we can 
improve our Arts and Culture 
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• Putting on festivals and events 

• Showing off the great things 
about Derry and Strabane district 
- like the Walled City Project 

• Using our rivers and 
water ways 

• Developing a new museum about 
ships and sailing 

• Creating a great place that 
families can go in wet weather 

• Improving the ways that 
disabled people can access arts 
and culture 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The environment 

The Environment is the space 
around us. 

It includes nature and wild things. 

It also includes how we improve 
land and buildings that aren’t being 
used anymore. 

We want to improve our environment 
so it is good into the future. 

We want to build the new homes we 
need in a way that improves the 
environment. 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Our plans include:

• Improving Derry City Centre 
and Riverfront, and Strabane 
Town Centre 

• Looking at how we can keep the 
old buildings at Sion Mills and 
other places 

• Building new homes and 
businesses on land that is not 
being used anymore 

• Strengthening communities in 
places like Bogside, Fountain and 
Bishop Street 

• Creating better roads between 
Belfast, Dublin and Derry 

• Improving our parks and 
green spaces 

Energy, Waste, Transport and 
Water 
We want to make sure that we have 
enough electricity that we can afford. 
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We want to reduce our waste and 
recycle more. 

We want to make sure our public 
transport systems work well together 
and are accessible to everyone. 

Health and Wellbeing 
We want people to live long, healthy 
and good lives. 

We want people to be healthier and 
more independent as they grow older. 

We want to make sure that everyone 
gets the same chance to have a 
healthier life. 

We want people to be more active. 

We want people to have better 
physical and mental health. 
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Communities 
We want people to be in communities 
that are safe and open to everyone. 

We want people to get involved in 
their local community and help to 
make it better for everyone. 

We want everyone to be able to use 
good quality facilities and services. 

A facility might be a sports centre, 
community centre, library, bus 
station or shopping centre 

Children and young people 
We want our children and young 
people to have the best start in life. 

We want our children to be safer, 
healthier, more respected and more 
involved. 

We want our children and young 
people to be able to make the most of 
their lives. 
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For more information 
If you want more information please contact 
us at: 

The Community Planning Team 
Derry City & Strabane District Council 
Derry Office 
98 Strand Road 
Derry, BT48 7NN 

Tel: (028) 7125 3253 

Strabane Office 
47 Derry Road 
Strabane 
Tyrone, BT82 8DY 

Tel: (028) 7125 3253 

Text Phone: 028 71 376646 

Email: 
communityplanning@derrystrabane.com 
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