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North West Regional Development Group Meeting 

Minutes of the North West Regional Development Group held on Friday 18th 
September 2020 at 11.30am via Webex 

PRESENT: 
Derry City & Strabane District Council Councillor Sandra Duffy (Chair) 

Councillor Michaela Boyle 
Alderman Darren Guy 

      Councillor Rachael Ferguson 
Councillor Mary Durkan 

      Mr John Kelpie (Chief Executive) 
Ms Karen Phillips  
Ms Karen McFarland 
Mr Stephen Gillespie 
Ms Rachael Craig 

          
Donegal County Council Councillor Ciaran Brogan (Vice Chair)  

Councillor Bernard McGuinness  
      Councillor Albert Doherty  
      Councillor Paul Canning 
      Councillor Gerry McMonagle 
    
      Mr John McLaughlin (Chief Executive) 
      Mr Garry Martin 
      Mr Michael McGarvey 
      Mr Liam Ward 
      Mr Brendan O’Donnell 
        
In attendance: 

NWRDG Secretariat   Ms Maureen Doherty 
 
Harvard Graduate School of Design Professor Gareth Doherty 
       
1. Welcome, Introduction and apologies 
 
The Chairperson welcomed everyone to the meeting and noted that Mr. Seamus 
Neely had retired as Chief Executive of Donegal County Council. Members paid 
tribute to and expressed their gratitude to Mr Neely for his leadership of the North 
West Partnership Structures, and wished him well for the future.   
 
Mr John McLaughlin was also warmly welcomed and congratulated by the Chair as 
his appointment as interim Chief Executive of Donegal County Council. 

Apologies were noted as follows: 

APOLOGIES 

Councillor Martin Farren 
Mr Richard Gibson 
Mr Alfie Dallas  
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2. Minutes & Matters Arising  

 
The minutes of the meeting of 9th June were agreed as an accurate reflection of the 
meeting. 
 
Agreed PROPOSED: Councillor 

Boyle 
SECONDED: Councillor 
McMonagle 

 
2.1 Matters Arising 
 
Councillor McMonagle urged the Chief Executives and Partnership Members to 
continue to meet with the two Governments, to continue dialogue and see continued 
commitment and contribution to the North West City Region particularly in light of the 
recent progress of the City Deal.  
 
AGREED: Letter to 
Tánaiste to be issued to 
reconnect with the Irish 
Government and also to 
the First and Deputy First 
Minister 

Proposed: Councillor 
McMonagle 

Seconded: Councillor 
Boyle 

 
3. Strategic North West Partnership Governance Issues 

 

(a) NW13/20 Financial Monitoring Report and Register of Decisions 

The Financial Monitoring Report and Register of Decisions was presented by the 
Senior Project Officer. Members noted that £3.89million had been committed from 
the fund with £2.41million actual expenditure. 

Approved PROPOSED: Councillor 
Boyle 

SECONDED: Councillor 
Canning 

 

(b) NW14/20 NW Strategic Growth Partnership Support Costs 

A report was presented by the Strategic Business Manger seeking approval for the 
ICLRD support costs of for The North West Strategic Growth Partnership. Members 
approved £33,247 for the period 01st July 2020 to 30th June 2021. 

Approved PROPOSED: Councillor Mc 
Guinness 

SECONDED: Councillor  
Boyle 

 

4. Physical and Environmental Development 

 
(a) Presentation – A post Brexit landscape of the North West.  Professor Gareth 

Doherty, Harvard Graduate. 
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Professor Doherty from the Graduate School of Design at Harvard University 
delivered a detailed presentation on the outcome of the commission on the “Atlas of 
a City Region – Imagining the post Brexit Landscapes of the North West”. Professor 
Doherty outlined some of the following key points as part of his presentation: 
 

• The scope and extent of the study visit and how the students undertook their 
field work focusing on land-use, landscape character assessments and 
anthropology. 

• How the region will develop over the next 200 years 
• The border as an enabler how it facilitates transactions 
• Rich landscape and dispersed settlement pattern 
• Significance of field patterns / field work (Seamus Heaney) 
• Potential in the future of another City forming in other areas in the region 
• Significance of the rich culture and dialect in the region 
• Relationship with areas such as Antrim and the North coast of Scotland 
• Foyle as the seam that runs through the region 
• Impact of climate change on the region, the landscape and biodiversity 
• How a new form of living will emerge 
• Borders are not a line but are a landscape 

 
Both Chief Executives and Members warmly thanked Mr Doherty and his colleagues 
for their fascinating input and innovative insight which they said would help shape 
the future of the region.   
 
Comments from the partnership were that it was a privilege to work with Harvard, the 
Atlas was exciting, imaginative and visionary. Others added that it was an 
inspirational piece of work which would help shape the region in generations to 
come. Members also noted that it was important that the work shaped the Local 
Development Plans and that it needed to become a live and actioned document. 
 
Mr Doherty in response thanked the Partnership for the opportunity of working in the 
North West City Region he said it was an honour to work in the region and 
expressed a wish to be continually involved. 
 
Action It was agreed that a copy of the presentation would be forwarded to 

Members 
A copy of the printed Atlas to be forwarded to Members on receipt 

 
Ms Philips outlined that the project teams were now considering how to further 
engage with stakeholders on a local, national and international basis on the Atlas 
and also how the Atlas could be implemented over the short, medium and long term.   
 
She advised that an update on next steps would be provided at a future meeting. 

 
5. Economic Growth and Development 

 
(a) Presentation – City Deal/Strategic Growth Projects for the Derry~Londonderry 

and Strabane City Regions 
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The Chief Executive of Derry City and Strabane District Council delivered a detailed 
presentation on the City Deal outlining the bid process, progress, key issues, funding 
and projects prioritisation. He also demonstrated to Members the impact the funding 
would have on Strabane Town Centre regeneration, the Central Riverfront in Derry 
and also the University Masterplan. Mr Kelpie also outlined the next steps required in 
terms of governance and the implementation of the City Deal.  
 
The Chair and Members thanked the Chief Executive for the presentation and 
welcomed these exciting projects. Members sought more engagement with the Irish 
Government in relation to their contribution. Members outlined that the region had 
rarely witnessed investment on this scale and when delivered it will help the region 
become a net contributor to the Northern Ireland and Irish economies.  
 
In a discussion in relation to further commitment to match funding. It was agreed that 
engagement with the Irish Government would continue to seek match funding for the 
region and advocacy for wider strategic connectivity and infrastructure. As outlined at 
the start of the meeting, it was reiterated that that the Chair and Vice Chair of the 
group would seek meetings with the both Governments. 
 

(b) NW15/20 Update Paper on NW Economic Development Projects 
 
Mr Garry Martin, Director of Economic Development, Emergency Services and 
Information Systems, Donegal County Council provided an update of Regional 
Development Activity. 

Mr Martin outlined that the strands of activity which have been promoting economic 
development are: 

1. US FDI Lead Generation Programme 
2. Ireland Northwest Trade and Investment Mission Programme 
3. Gateway to Growth Export Development Programme. 

He explained that due to the current coronavirus and international travel restrictions, 
programme activity is currently being reviewed. Mr Martin added that the investment 
teams continue to engage with networks and enhance plans in 2021. He added that 
the Golden Bridges event was to take place digitally on the 20th November this year 
and asked Members to note this date in their diary. 
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6. Social and Community Cohesion and Wellbeing Matters Update  

 
(a) NW/1620 NW Tourism Product Development Programme and Signage 

Project  
 
Members approved a proposal to deliver a COVID-19 North West Tourism Product 
Development Programme and signage project to connect the Wild Atlantic Way, 
Causeway Coastal Route and the Walled City. Members were advised that the 
programme will support tourism businesses to adapt their product offering in 
response to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and to deliver high quality 
memorable experiences for visitors. 
 
Members approved £130,000 towards the delivery of a NW Tourism Product 
Development Programme. 
 
Agreed: £130,000 
NW Tourism 
Product 
Development 
Programme 

PROPOSED: Councillor 
Doherty  

SECONDED: Councillor 
Brogan 

 
7. AOB 

Members discussed the direct and indirect impacts of the increased tourism; 
camping and caravanning witnessed in the region over the summer period and the 
demands this placed on waste management and car parking. It was agreed that an 
update would be provided to Members at a future meeting of the short and long term 
plans for motorhome accommodation as part of the North West tourism proposition. 

It was agreed that a presentation from Foyle River Gardens would be provided at a 
future meeting. 

 

Action  Update to be provided to Members at a future meeting of the short and 
long term plans for motorhome accommodation as part of the North West 
tourism proposition. 
Presentation from Foyle River Gardens to be provided at a future meeting. 

 

8. CLOSING 

The Chair noted that the next meeting of the NWRDG is scheduled to take place on 
Friday 11th December 2020. 

Thanking Members and presenters for their participation and engagement, the 
Chairperson declared the meeting closed at 1.05pm 

 


