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North West Regional Development Group Meeting  

Thursday 19th October 2021 at 2.00pm  

in the Council Chamber, Guildhall, Derry  

 

PRESENT: 

Derry City & Strabane District Council  Councillor Sandra Duffy 
Councillor Michaela Boyle  
Councillor Rachael Ferguson 

       Councillor John Boyle 
       Councillor Martin Reilly 
       Alderman Derek Hussey (Vice-Chair) 
       Mr John Kelpie (Chief Executive) 
       Ms Karen Phillips 
       Ms Karen McFarland 
       Mr Stephen Gillespie 
       Ms Rachael Craig 
        
Donegal County Council    Councillor Albert Doherty 
       Councillor Paul Canning 
       Councillor Gerry McMonagle 
       Councillor Ciaran Brogan (Chair) 
       Mr John McLaughlin (Chief Executive) 
       Mr Garry Martin 
       Mr Liam Ward 
       Mr Brendan O’Donnell 
       Mr Patsy Laffery 

Mr Richard Gibson 
 
 
In attendance:      Ms Maureen Doherty 
       Ms Dara Doherty 
       Ms Cathy Burns 
 
  
 
1. Welcome, Introduction and Apologies 

The Chair welcomed members to the meeting. 

The Chair and Members expressed deep sadness on the passing of Councillor Bernard 
McGuiness, one of the longest standing and active Members of the North West Regional 
Development Group. Sincere condolences were extended to the late Councillor McGuinness’ 
family and tributes were made to the former member for his commitment to public service and 
cross border activity. 

It was agreed that a letter of condolence be sent to the McGuinness family on behalf of the 
NWRDG.  

Members stood for one minute’s silence in honour of the late Councillor McGuinness. 
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Apologies 
 
Councillor Martin Farren – Donegal County Council. 
 
2.  Minutes & Matters Arising from Meeting of 1st July 2021 

With the exception of an amendment to page 4 to change the wording to “decarbonisation” as 
opposed to “carbonisation”, the draft minutes of the meeting of the 01st July 2021 were: 

APPROVED: Minutes of the meeting of 
01st July 2021 were approved as an 
accurate reflection of the meeting. 

Proposed: Councillor Duffy 
Seconded: Councillor McMonagle  

Matters Arising 

Following a request, the Chief Executive clarified that correspondence had been sent to the 
Taoiseach’s Office in relation to increased connectivity from Derry to Dublin via City of Derry 
Airport and a response was pending. 

Members also discussed the recent visit from the Shared Island Unit to Derry and considered 
how the North West would be able to avail of the funding opportunities presented by it. 

Councillor McMonagle proposed that the Unit would be invited to attend a further meeting of the 
NWRDG.  

AGREED: The Shared Island Unit be 
invited to attend a further meeting of the 
North West Regional Development Fund 

Proposed:  Councillor McMonagle 
Seconded: Councillor Doherty 

 

AGREED: The Taoiseach’s Office would 
be invited to visit the North West 
 
Proposed: Councillor Brogan 
Seconded: Councillor Boyle 

  

3. North West Partnership Strategic Governance Issues 

3(a) Update NW Strategic Growth Partnership Meeting held on 8th July 

The Chief Executives updated Members on the recent NWSGP meeting held on the 08th July 
2021. They advised that it was a very well attended and positive meeting which demonstrated 
strong collaborative work between all government departments. They outlined that there was a 
range of discussions on third level educational establishments, climate mitigation, infrastructure, 
green transformation, research and development and cross border rail.  

Members were advised that the Joint Secretary from the Department of the Taoiseach announced 
at the meeting of the NWSGP that the Irish Government would replenish the North West 
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Development Fund with an additional €1m in the interim and in advance of a further allocation to 
the Fund. 

 
3(b)  Correspondence – Strategic Rail Review  

 

The Chief Executives referred members to the correspondence sent to Minister Mallon and 
Minister Ryan, regarding the All-Ireland Rail Review and the response received. They advised 
Members that further engagement was planned with the consultants leading the review and a 
consultation response would be prepared duly outlining the special case for rail connectivity in 
the North West. 
 
3(c)  National Development Plan 2021-2030 Update  
 
The Chief Executives briefed Members on the recently published, revised National Development 
Plan. They advised that the strong cross border co-operation in the North West City Region was 
specifically mentioned therein as a good practice case study. Members were also advised that 
the NDP includes a chapter on a Shared Island which includes a proposed North/South research 
programme, the Ulster Canal, Narrow Water Bridge and the Strategic Rail Review.   
 
A discussion ensued in relation to improving joined up planning and transport provision - 
particularly in the Bridgend/Whitehouse/Coshquin area. It was suggested that the Department for 
Infrastructure and the Department of Transport should be further engaged to improve joined up 
planning, streamlined bypass and greenways connectivity. Mr O’Donnell, Acting Director of 
Roads and Transportation, DCC said he would engage further with officials in these significant 
cross border projects. 
 
Members also raised concerns in relation to the large number of houses built and planned in 
Skeoge and the impact it will have on cross border services. 
 
Members were briefed by the Director of Environment and Regeneration and the Director of 
Community Development and Planning Services on the Northwest Spatial Metropolitan Area Plan 
which will help address these cross border planning issues. Members were advised that an 
update will be provided to Members at a future meeting. 

 
3(d) NW 20/21  Financial Monitoring Report and Register of Decisions 

 
The Financial Monitoring Report and Register of Decisions was presented by the Senior Project 
Officer.  She advised Members that the full £4.3m had been committed to date and actual 
expenditure was currently £3.12m.  
 

APPROVED: Members approved the Financial 
Monitoring Report and Register of Decisions.  
 
Proposed: Councillor Doherty 
Seconded: Councillor Canning 
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Following a query in relation to the Harvard University Research Programme, the Director of 
Environment and Regeneration advised that 500 copies of the Atlas had been received and 
arrangements were being made for the launch in Spring 2022. 
 

3(e)  NW 21/21 North West Strategic Growth Partnership Support Costs 

 
The Strategic Business Manager, DCSDC, sought member’s approval of expenditure from the 
NW Development Fund for the NWSGP ICLRD support costs.  She advised that ICLRD have 
worked with the North West Strategic Growth Partnership since its inception in 2016 and will 
continue to provide strategic facilitation support to the NWSGP at a cost of £33,274 which has 
been benchmarked to ensure value for money.   

 
APPROVED:  Expenditure from the NW 
Development Fund for ICLRD support costs in 
2022 of £33,274 

Proposed:  Councillor Canning 
Seconded: Councillor Boyle 

 
 

4. Physical & Environmental Development 

4(a) NW 22/21 Rural Policy Framework Consultation Response  

The Rural Policy Framework Consultation Response document was distributed to members prior 
to the meeting. 

Councillor M Boyle commented on the Ministerial withdrawal of the Rural Planning Guidance and 
added that rural policies need to be balanced and reflective of engagement with local councils 
and citizens in rural areas. She added that it was important that families have a chance to live 
and stay local. 

4(b) NW 23/21 NW Built Heritage & Archaeology Climate Adaptation Opportunities 
 

The Climate Manager, DCSDC delivered a detailed presentation and briefing on the submission 
of a joint proposition paper prepared by both Councils to the Heritage Division of the Department 
of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (Ireland) in June 2021.   
 
Ms Burns advised that the NWRDG funded the development of the NW Climate Action 
Framework which will deliver cross border climate action.  She informed members of the 
background to the paper which outlined key priorities for the delivery of climate adaptation within 
built and archaeological heritage. 
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Following a queries from Councillor Doherty and Councillor Canning in relation to the erosion of 
standing stones and the prioritisation of ecology, habitats and biodiversity, Ms Burns advised that 
the Donegal Heritage Officer is a key member of the task and finish group, heritage monuments 
are prioritised based on risk and are considered on a case-by-case basis. 
 
The Chief Executives added that the NW Climate Adaptation Plan and the cross border working 
between both councils had been highlighted in numerous National and International conferences 
over the past few months as the North West is the only cross border, multi-jurisdictional region 
that has designed such a joint plan. 
 

5. Economic Growth and Development  

5(a) NW Development Fund Tourism Projects Update 

The Director of Business and Culture updated members on the Regional Tourism Strategy and 
the NW Product Development and Signage project.  He provided a presentation for member’s 
information. 

Councillor Doherty raised an issue in relation to the gap in the A2/Inishowen 100 signage to 
Cardonagh. He advised there are 2 routes depicted - Moville/Greencastle on the Foyleside and 
the Swilly side to Buncrana, yet none for Carndonagh.  

 

AGREED: that correspondence would be sent 
to DFI and TNI in relation to the Inishowen 100 
signage to Carndonagh. 

Proposed: Councillor J Boyle 
Seconded: Councillor Doherty 

 

5(b) Golden Bridges Event – November 2021 

The Director of Economic Development, Emergency Services and Information Systems and the 
Director of Business and Culture delivered a short presentation on the 13th annual virtual Golden 
Bridges Conference which was due to take place on Friday 19th November with a live broadcast 
from the G-tec building in Gweedore.  Mr Martin said this conference was strategically important 
to maintain relationships with partners on the East coast, to use as a platform to promote the 
entire Northwest and to reflect the unique offering that exists in the North West. 

The Chair thanked both Directors for their presentations. 
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6. Social and Community Cohesion and Wellbeing Matters Update 

6(a) NW 24/21 Youth 19 Project Update  

The Children and Young Peoples Officer, DCSDC attended the meeting virtually to update 
members on the progress of the Youth 19 Cross Border project. The Chair thanked Ms Lynch 
for an excellent presentation and Councillor Duffy commented on the good work that has been 
ongoing has been a great support with good engagement.  Councillor Canning agreed and said 
the work carried out in Killea by Kinship Care is exceptional and engaging. 

 

 

 

7. A.O.B 

Councillor M Boyle requested that an update on the Unity Working Group is added to the 
agenda of the next NWRDG. 

Proposed: Councillor M Boyle 
Seconded: Councillor Doherty 

 


