
North West Strategic Growth Partnership Meeting 
Held virtually via Webex on Wednesday 2nd December 2020 at 10.30am 

DRAFT NOTES OF MEETING 
 
In attendance: 
 
Redacted due to Data Protection 
 
 
 

1. Welcome 
 
Councillor Rena Donaghy, An Cathaoirleach of Donegal County Council in 
conjunction with the Deputy Mayor of DCSDC, Alderman Graham Warke welcomed 
everyone to the meeting - especially those representing the departments in both 
governments.   
 
Councillor Donaghy acknowledged the vast amount of work that has been done in 
the North West region to date. 
 
Alderman Warke said as Deputy Mayor of DCSDC he warmly welcomed the 
intergovernmental representation to the meeting.  He said the North West 
partnership is a regional driver for cross border cooperation, and the function of the 
partnership is to meet the growth needs of the region and to support the community 
planning process in both council areas. 
 
Councillor Warke said moving into 2021 it is important that the partnership continues 
as a platform of cooperation, accessing funding streams and continuing to 
strengthen relationships throughout the country, especially in delivering the key 
infrastructure projects, the completion of the A5, A6 and A2 improvements, the 
university expansion and the implementation of the city deal.   
 

2. Overview of Development collaboration in the North West City Region 
 

Both Chief Executives delivered a detailed presentation on the development and 
collaboration within the North West City Region. 
 
An Cathaoirleach thanked the Chief Executives for their presentation. 
 
 

3. Brexit and North West City Region - presentation 
 
 
Mr Tom Reid, Assistant Secretary, Northern Ireland Executive Office and Ms Aingeal 
O’Donoghue, Assistant Secretary, Department of An Taoiseach delivered a 
presentation to members. 
 
Mr Reid said the partnership initially commenced due to the potential in the North 
West regional area.  He added that the NWSGP has been very successful when 
dealing with political groups and have a shared vision and ambition for the region.  



Now the partnership should concentrate on building on the work of the North West 
Region.   
 
Mr Reid said that there are challenges with Brexit for businesses, as well as unease 
in the community sector.  He mentioned the current exhibition ‘Partition’ at the Tower 
Museum. 
 
Ms O’Donoghue thanked members and Chief Executives for welcoming to her first 
meeting. She said there are challenges and changes ahead with Brexit, and the 
change shift from individual projects to cross border partnerships. 
 
She advised that regional impacts such as Covid/Brexit are negative impacts to all 
services in the community across the work that is going on between the two Councils 
and the Partnership.  She said that North/South trade will continue as usual, which is 
a unique opportunity for businesses in Northern Ireland.      
 
Ms O’Donoghue said there are platforms in going forward like free trade energy and 
road haulage.  Shared island initiatives working with all communities building 
economic and climate change; adding that £500m New Deal New Approach (NDNA) 
capital fund for all Ireland projects. 
 
An Cathaoirleach thanked both Mr Reid and Ms O’Donoghue for the presentation. 
 
 

4. New Decade, New approach Agreement and the North West City Region 
 
Mr Tim Losty, TEO, Joint Secretary (NI), NSMC and Mr Mark Hannify, DFAT, Joint 
Secretary (IR), NSMC addressed the meeting.  
 
Mr Losty said there has been great progress with the One Plan, Ebrington, the City 
of Culture and the international programmes with DCSDC in China and the US. 
 
He said he will report to the next meeting regarding infrastructure funding from 
NDNA and how deliver the next steps.  He advised he had written to Ministers in 
both governments.  He added that he was looking forward to engagement with the 
Partnership to identify best practice working with colleagues for Programme for 
Government. 
 
Mr Hannify said and an investment commitment has been made by the Irish 
Government.  The NSMC will assist deliver the North/South projects with 
commitments from the government.  There is €500m commitment from the Irish 
Government into a shared island approach up to 2025 which will help to deliver all 
island commitments.    
 
 

5. Update on Covid-19 North South Cooperation - Update 
 
Doctor Naresh Chada joined the meeting to update members on the North, South 
cooperation regarding COVID-19.  He said at the beginning of the pandemic there 



has was a lot of discussion between both jurisdictions and that a Memorandum of 
Understanding between the two Chief Medical Officers was agreed. 
 
He added that this MOU is working on a range of issues to control the virus across 
the Country.  Progress has been made by scientists in both Council areas with 
political intervention.  He advised both jurisdictions need a common public 
messaging and public health messages. 
 
He added that Public Health Agencies are looking at behavioural change and ethics, 
there is activity at the border and with the help of heath intelligence shared 
information. Regular meetings have been held with teams in both the North and 
South every month. 
 
Ms Louise Kenny agreed with Doctor Chadda. She said at present there are 62.3m 
cases and 1.4m deaths worldwide from CoVid-19.  She said there has been 
significant engagement with health authorities, with the MOU agreed by the 
departments in April to ensure timely responses, modelling, data sharing, track and 
trace and learning. 
 
Alderman Warke thanked Doctor Chadda and Ms Kenny for the information supplied. 
 
 
6 Plenary Session  
 
 
Ms Mullan advised that the plenary session was an opportunity  
to flag up issues and focus on workstreams for the future. 
 
The educational partners gave a brief synopsis of the third level education 
partnership and improving skills pathways across the North West Region.  
 
Mr Murphy said FAS ad AEDB have embedded relationships and have created a 
new education and access programme.  He advised that the new pathway would 
look at study, economic space, labour gaps, levels of education and integration 
through the 4 establishments. 
 
Ms McHugh said Donegal have a skills agenda, dealing and linking with employers, 
short skills, advance recognition of prior learning.  She said they had the same issue 
as other partners in keeping people in the region.   
 
Ms Mullan asked Mr McKenna to speak to members about cross border skills 
progression programme.  Mr McKenna said a new department has been established 
for further and higher education research.  The department is a strong vehicle along 
the NW. 
 
Mr McKenna mentioned Peace Plus a joint collaboration project accepted by SEUPB 
addressing skills building, knowledge base and skills deficits.  He said this project 
will lead to open up another source of finance delivering benefit to the region. 
 
Ms Mullan thanked Mr McKenna for the update.   



 
 
7  Summing up and close 
 
Ms Mullan advised that either herself or Ms Creamer would be in contact with 
members in the new year to follow up on all issues arising from this meeting.   
 
Councillor Brogan said the presentations were very informative and commented that 
it was clear that people are passionate about the NW.   
 
Councillor Brogan said there are challenges but everyone is aware of those 
challenges and those changes need to be addressed immediately to open up the 
NW.   
 
Councillor Duffy thanked everyone for their presentations.  She congratulated 
everyone involved in any of the projects.  She asked about Lough Foyle, saying the 
Loughs Agency has been hindered due to territorial issues, it is urgent and causing 
impact. 
 
Ms Mullan thanked everyone for attending the meeting and said 2021 will be 
challenging and uncertain, however more investment is needed to meet growth 
needs. 
 
 
The meeting concluded at 12.30. 
 
 


