
1 
 

Notes of the Meeting of the North West Strategic Growth 
Partnership held on Thursday 8th July 2021 virtually via Webex at 

10am 

 
In attendance: 

Councillor Jack Murray An Caithoirleach, Donegal County Council 
Councillor Ciaran Brogan Chair of the North West Regional Development Group 
John Kelpie Chief Executive, Derry City & Strabane District  Council 
John McLaughlin Chief Executive, Donegal County Council 
NB: Other attendees redacted due to Data Protection 
 
 

1. Welcome 

 
Alderman Graham Warke, Mayor of Derry City & Strabane District Council (DCSDC) 
and Councillor Jack Murray, Cathoirleach, Donegal County Council (DCC) jointly 
welcomed members to the 9th meeting of the North West Strategic Growth Partnership.  
 
 
2. The NW City Region as a strategic opportunity for the Economies of 
Ireland and Northern Ireland: Regional Priorities for Growth and Development. 

Mr. John McLaughlin, Chief Executive, Donegal County Council and Mr. John Kelpie, 
Chief Executive, Derry City and Strabane District Council delivered a detailed 
presentation (as attached) on the long-term vision for the North West Region and 
updated members on the regional development activities to date.   

 
3. Strategic Co-operation Update 

Mr Garret Doocey, Department of Transport delivered a presentation on the Strategic 
Rail Review (as attached). 

Following discussion, it was agreed that Mr Doocey would consider and feedback how 
the North West Partnership would be engaged by the consultants early in the 
commissioning and consultation. 
 
The Chair then invited Ms. Julie Thompson from the Department of Infrastructure in 
Northern Ireland make comments. 
 
Following discussion it was agreed that the North West would be engaged in the 
development of the Strategic Regional Transport Network Plan and the Northwest 
Transport Plan so that the cross border growth ambitions and the strategic priorities 
of the region are reflected in any transport modelling and transport planning.  
 
Agreed that the consultants would engage with the NWSGP later in the year. 
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Mr Doocey and Ms Thompson were thanked for their presentation. 
 
4. Further and Higher Education in the NW City Region 
 
Alderman Warke introduced Mr. Ian McKenna, Department of Further and 
Higher Education, Research, Innovation and Science (ROI) and Mr. Ciaran McGarrity, 
Department of the Economy (NI). 
 
Mr. McKenna updated Members on the Connacht/Ulster Alliance proposal, the Shared 
Island Unit’s €40m, 5-year Programme for Research and Third Level Institutions and 
progress on the commitment within the New Decade New Approach agreement.  
 
Mr. McGarrity updated those present on the work ongoing within the Department for 
the Economy to promote the regional growth ambitions of the North West. 
 
Mr. McKenna and Mr McGarrity were thanked for their input. The partnership 
welcomed the work that the officials were leading on across both departments with 
universities and third level colleges and the collaboration among the institutions and 
development of project proposals within NDNA. It was highlighted that parity of 
investment into research and development was needed within the region. 
 

5. Round Table Discussion on North West Regional Priorities 

 
Ms. Mullen referred Members to the Regional Priorities paper and the Statement of 
Intent on Green Transformation which were distributed to members in advance of the 
meeting. 
 
Members broadly welcomed the meeting and commended the vision and work 
completed in the North West to date. 
 

Mr. Hanniffy, Joint Secretary from the Department of Foreign Affairs referred to the 
commitment that the Irish Government made in NDNA to provide further support for 
the NWDF. He confirmed that the Irish Government will make a contribution of an 
additional €1m to the fund in the current year to the end of 2022. 

 
 
Other comments are broadly summarised as follows: 
 
Health inequalities: 

• Need to address health inequalities in the region, 
• More work needed with vulnerable communities and those marginalised by 

Covid 

Statement of Regional Priorities: 
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• Regional Priorities document is valuable. Need to make it specific 
• What projects/initiatives are next.  Need to ‘prioritise priorities’  
• Potential meeting with SROs of projects funded by the North West 

Development Fund to get more information on project delivery to date. 
• Potential of forthcoming Peace Plus Programme, particularly the Strategic 

Planning theme which has a fund of €27m for organisations to work North and 
South. 

Economic Growth and Investment: 

• Department of Foreign Affairs’ networks of embassies and consulates 
overseas can facilitate support to the partnership seeking inward investment.  

• Invest NI offices overseas also available to support. 
• need to support for businesses and organisations to trade in China.  

Rural Needs: 

• Rural inequalities also an issue 
• North South Ministerial Council has established a North/South Rural Policy 

Forum. Connected hubs/remote working hubs could be developed on an All 
Island Basis. 

• Inter-departmental meeting to be set up to facilitate further cross-border 
collaboration on rural needs. 

Green Transformation: 

• ICLRD to contact Department of Transport (ROI) to discuss Air Connectivity 
Review, PSO, forthcoming Review of the National Ports Strategy, Strategy on 
Electric Vehicles and North South greenway infrastructure. 

• ICLRD to also engage further with Department of Energy and Climate Change 

 

Close 

Next physical meeting to take place in December 2021 in Donegal (TBC) 

The meeting concluded at 1.20pm. 


